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BLURB

Find out about natural disasters. 

Discover the power and impact of an 

earthquake. Learn about the 

devastation of a volcanic eruption. 

Explore how powerful winds can have 

disastrous consequences. Find out 

about tsunami, flood, wildfire, blizzard 

and drought.  
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TOPIC OR THEME LEVEL CURRICULUM AREA TEACHERS

NATURAL DISASTERS 2nd Social Studies

OUTCOMES

CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE OUTCOMES

ART AND DESIGN

I can create and present work that shows developing skill in using the visual elements and concepts. 
EXA 2-03a
Though observing and recording from my experiences across the curriculum, I can create images and objects 
which show my awareness and recognition of detail. 
EXA 2-04a
Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings through activities 
within art and design. 
EXA 2-05a
Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings through drama. 
EXA 2-13a



HEALTH AND WELLBEING
I make full use of and value the opportunities I am given to improve an manage my learning and, in turn, I can 
help to encourage learning and confidence in others. 
HWB 2-11a
I value the opportunities I am given to make friends and be part of a group in a range of situations. 
HWB 2-14a
I know and can demonstrate how to keep myself and others safe and how to respond in a range of emergency 
situations. 
HWB 2-17a
Opportunities to carry out different activities and roles in a variety of settings have enabled me to identify my 
achievements, skills and areas for development. This will help me to prepare for the next stage in my life and 
learning. 
HWB 2-19a
I am investigating different careers/occupations, ways of working, and learning and training paths. I am gaining 
experience that helps me recognise the relevance of my learning, skills and interests to my future life. 
HWB 2-20a

LITERACY
When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my role, show that value others’ contributions 
and use these to build on thinking. 
LIT 2-02a
I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in an appropriate way for my purpose and use 
suitable vocabulary for my audience. 
LIT 2-06a



LITERACY
When listening and talking with others for different purposes, I can:
 Share information experiences and opinions. 
 Explain processes and ideas.
 Identify issues raised and summarise main points or findings. 
 Clarify points by asking questions or asking others to say more. 
LIT 2-09a
I am developing confidence when engaging with others within and beyond my place of learning. I can 
communicate in a clear, expressive way and I am learning to select and organise resources independently. 
LIT 2-10a
Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select and sort information from a 
variety of sources and use this for different purposes
LIT 2-14a
I can make notes, organise them under suitable headings and use them to understand information, develop my 
thinking, explore problems and create new texts, using my own words as appropriate. 
LIT 2-15a
Throughout the writing process, I can check that my writing makes sense and meets its purpose. 
LIT 2-23a
I can use my notes in other types of writing to help me understand information and ideas, explore problems, 
make decisions, generate and develop ideas or create new texts. I recognise the need to acknowledge my sources 
and can do this appropriately.
LIT 2-25a
By considering the type of text I am creating, I can select ideas and relevant information, organise these in an 
appropriate way for my purpose and use suitable vocabulary for my audience. 
LIT 2-26a



LITERACY
I am learning to use language and style in a way which engages and/or influences my reader. 
ENG 2-27a 
I can convey information, describe events, explain processes or combine ideas in different ways. 
LIT 2-28a 

SOCIAL STUDIES
I can describe the major characteristic features of Scotland’s landscape and explain how these were formed. 
SOC 2-07a
I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live in a more 
environmentally-responsible way. 
SOC 2-08a
By comparing my local area with a contrasting area outwith Britain, I can investigate the main features of weather 
and climate, discussing the impact on living things. 
SOC 2-12a
I can explain how the physical environment influences the ways in which people use land by comparing my local 
area with a contrasting area.
SOC 2-13a
To extend my mental map and sense of place, I can interpret information from different types of maps and am 
beginning to locate key features within Scotland, UK, Europe or the wider world.
SOC 2-14a
I can use evidence selectively to research current social, political or economic issues.
SOC 2-15a



TECHNOLOGIES

As I extend and enhance my knowledge of features of various types of software including those which help find, 
organise manage and access information, I can apply what I learn in different situations. 
TCH 2-03a
Throughout all my learning I can use search facilities of electronic sources to access and retrieve information, 
recognising the importance this has in my place of learning, at home and in the workplace.  
TCH 2-03b
I explore and experiment with the features and functions of computer technology and I can use what I learn to 
support and enhance my learning in different contexts.   
TCH 2-04a



PURPOSE ACTIVITIES CRITERIA EVIDENCE
• I am learning about natural 

disasters compared to man-
made disasters. 

• I am exploring the causes of 
an earthquake. 

• I am learning the meaning of 
words associated with 
earthquakes. 

• I am discovering the 
structure of a volcano.

• I am learning words 
associated with volcanoes.

• I am learning about tropical 
storms. 

• I am finding out about terms 
used to describe tropical 
storms. 

• I am learning about tsunamis 
and floods. 

• I am discovering the terms 
associated with water 
disasters. 

• I am finding out about 
disasters caused by extreme 
heat and extreme cold.   

• I am expanding the way in 
which I carry out my 
research. 

1. Complete a research table on 
natural disasters. 

2. Create a news report about 
natural disasters. 

3. Complete a worksheet on 
disasters. 

4. Research an earthquake. 
5. Sort earthquake safety 

instructions. 
6. Complete a worksheet on 

earthquakes. 
7. Research volcanic eruptions. 
8. Draw and label a volcano. 
9. Complete a volcanoes worksheet.
10.Complete a storms worksheet. 
11.Research tropical storms. 
12.Draw extreme windy weather. 
13.Complete a worksheet on 

weather disasters.
14.Write a story about a natural 

disaster. 
15.Write and record a tsunami 

safety announcement. 
16.Create a PowerPoint 

presentation on a natural 
disaster. 

17.Complete a worksheet on natural 
disasters. 

18.Draw a blizzard scene.  

• I can compare and contrast 
different types of natural 
disasters. 

• I can explain how an 
earthquake works. 

• I can talk about and identify 
the different parts of a 
volcano.  

• I can explain the different 
types of tropical storms. 

• I can discuss and explain 
the features of a tsunami. 

• I can recount information 
about flood and drought. 

• I can explain natural 
disasters caused by 
extreme heat and fire. 

• I can explain natural 
disasters caused by cold. 

• I can explain the impact of 
natural disasters on 
humans and property. 

• I can read, organise and re-
write information found 
during research.   

• I can carry out research 
using a variety of resources.

• I can present my findings 
on PowerPoint. 

MAKE
• Draw and label a 

volcano.
• Draw a windy picture. 
• Draw a blizzard scene.  

SAY
• Verbally present 

information about 
earthquakes, 
volcanoes and tropical 
storms.

• Report findings on 
research you carry out. 

DO
• Carry out research 

using a variety of 
resources.

• Use Google Earth as a 
tool for mapping

WRITE
• Complete various

worksheets.
• Create a PowerPoint 

presentations. 
• Write a short story 

about a disaster. 



Natural Disasters – Introductory Lesson
The purpose of this lesson is to get an idea of what the children already know about the subject. It is 
a co-operative lesson for the whole class to get involved. Spelling and handwriting are not important. 

At the end of the topic it will be useful to re-visit the results of this lesson and hold a class Q&A to 
discuss what they have found out and any unanswered questions they still have. The Q&A could be 

part of an ICT lesson where the children research their unanswered questions.  

SPLIT THE GROUPS
In order to get randomly selected groups ask 
the children to sort themselves into date of 
birth order without talking to each other. 
Then split the children into groups of 4 i.e. 
the first 4 children are one group etc. 

Once in their groups the following jobs 
should be randomly allocated:

1. Group Leader (who got up the earliest?)
2. Writer (who’s got the shortest name?)
3. Reporter (who has colourful socks on?)
4. Timer (who has fruit for break?)

Sheets of A2 paper are laid out on the desks each sheet 
should be labelled with one of these titles:

1. Introduction
2. Earthquakes
3. Volcanoes
4. Wind
5. Water
6. Hot and Cold

Then split the sheet into two columns:

1. What do I know?
2. What do I want to find out?

The groups then rotate around each sheet. A time limit should be given. 



PART ONE

Introduction



Introduction
TEACHER’S NOTES

In this section we are going to 
differentiate between natural 

disasters and man-made 
disasters. We will also 

introduce tectonic plates.  

WHAT IS A NATURAL DISASTER? 
A natural disaster is an event that happens 
due to the natural processes of the earth. 
This can include earthquakes, volcanoes, 
extreme weather, tsunami and wildfires. 
Depending on the severity, the event can 
cause major disruption, severe damage to 

property and infrastructure, and loss of life. 

HURRICANE
Hurricanes are 

massive tropical 
storms with wind 

speeds of up to 160 
mph and trillions of 
litres of rainwater. 

They are also called 
cyclones or typhoons. 

They can cause 
extreme damage. 
Search online for 

information about 
these hurricanes. 

RECOVERY
It takes time for a 

community to 
recover from a 

natural disaster. 
Buildings and roads 
must be rebuilt and 

this can be 
expensive. 

Communities often 
come together in 
these situations. 

VOLCANO
A volcanic eruption 

can last days, months 
or years. Lava, rock 
and gases emitted 

from the volcano are 
dangerous to people 
and property. People 

living near an 
eruption might be 
evacuated. Search 

online for information 
about these 
earthquakes. 

WILDFIRE
A wildfire is a fire that 

occurs in an area of 
vegetation. It can be 

cause by lighting, 
spontaneous 

combustion or 
human error. Fire 

spreads very quickly if 
it is windy and the 

land and vegetation is 
dry. Search online for 

information about 
these wildfires.  

EARTHQUAKE
Earthquakes usually 
only last between 10 
and 30 seconds but 

can cause huge 
devastation and 

destruction. 
Earthquakes can 
cause tsunamis, 

landslide and 
aftershocks. Search 

online for information 
about these 
earthquakes. 

TSUNAMI
A tsunami is a series 
of waves caused by 
an event such as an 
earthquake, volcanic 
eruption or landslide. 

A tsunami is also 
known as a tidal 

wave. Tsunamis can 
be incredibly 
destructive. 

Search online for 
information about 

these tsunamis. 

1906 San Francisco

2010 Haiti

2010 Mount Merapi

2018 Kilauea

2005 Katrina

2017 Maria

2004 Indian Ocean

2011 Japan

2017 California

2018 Athens



1988 – PIPER ALPHA
Gas explosion on a North 
Sea oil rig. Deaths - 167

TECTONIC PLATES
The earth’s crust is 

made up of 7 primary 
tectonic plates. These 
plates move and the 
movement can cause 

earthquakes and 
volcanic eruptions. 
Within the primary 

tectonic plates there 
are smaller secondary 

and tertiary plates.  

In this part we are looking 
at the basic structure of 
the surface of the earth. 

This knowledge is 
important when learning 
about natural disasters.  

CONTINENTAL DRIFT
Earth’s continents are on 

top of the tectonic 
plates. The movement of 

the plates causes the 
position of the 

continents to change or 
drift.  

1912 – TITANIC
The ‘unsinkable ship’ 
hits an iceberg in the 

north Atlantic and 
sinks. Deaths – 1500+ 

LITHOSPHERE
The lithosphere is the rigid 
outermost shell of earth. It 

consists of the crust and the upper 
section of the layer below the 

crust which is called the mantle. PRIMARY
TECTONIC PLATES

African Plate

Antarctic Plate

Eurasian Plate

Indo-Australian Plate

North American Plate 

Pacific Plate

South American Plate

1986 – CHERNOBYL
Explosion at a nuclear 

power plant in Ukraine. 
Deaths – 31+

STRUCTURE OF EARTH

GEOLOGY is the study of solid earth, the rock it is composed 
of and the processes by which they change over time. 

WHAT IS A MAN-MADE DISASTER? 
In contrast to natural disasters, man-made disasters 

happen as a result of human action or inaction. Some 
examples of man-made disasters include: traffic 

accidents, oil spills, terrorist attacks and gas leaks. 
The effects are similar to natural disaster.

1988 – LOCKERBIE
Terrorist bombing 

causes plane to crash. 
Deaths – 270

1989 – HILLSBOROUGH
Overcrowding at a 

football match causing 
a crush. Deaths - 96

2001 – 9/11
Terrorists fly planes into 
the World Trade Centre 

in New York and the 
Pentagon in Washington 

DC. Deaths - 2996 

1879 – TAY BRIDGE
Tay Bridge collapsed whilst a train was travelling over 

it. The train plunged into the Tay. Deaths - 75



Introduction
ACTIVITY 1

TEAM LEADER
Keeps 

everyone on 
task. 

RECORDER
Takes notes 
during the 
research. 

RESEARCHER
Searches for 

information using 
the internet. 

REPORTER
Tells the class 
what you have 

found out. 

Can you use research to 
complete this table? 

Sort yourselves into alphabetical 
order using the name of your 
street.

The first four are one group etc.

Allocate the jobs:

• The person who like oranges 
is the team leader.

• The person with the most 
recent birthday is the 
recorder.

• The person with the smallest 
hands is the researcher.

• The person with their jumper 
on is the reporter.

DESCRIPTION YEAR NATURAL or 
MAN-MADE

The sinking of the Titanic. 

Hurricane Katrina in America. 

The 9/11 terrorist attacks. 

The Piper Alpha explosion. 

The Athens wildfire disaster. 

The eruption of mount Kilauea. 

The earthquake in Haiti. 

The collapse of the Tay Bridge. 

Use the internet to fill in the missing information. 



Introduction
ACTIVITY 1 - ANSWERS

TEAM LEADER
Keeps 

everyone on 
task. 

RECORDER
Takes notes 
during the 
research. 

RESEARCHER
Searches for 

information using 
the internet. 

REPORTER
Tells the class 
what you have 

found out. 

Can you use research to 
complete this table? 

Sort yourselves into alphabetical 
order using the name of your 
street.

The first four are one group etc.

Allocate the jobs:

• The person who like oranges 
is the team leader.

• The person with the most 
recent birthday is the 
recorder.

• The person with the smallest 
hands is the researcher.

• The person with their jumper 
on is the reporter.

DESCRIPTION YEAR NATURAL or 
MAN-MADE

The sinking of the Titanic. 1912 MAN-MADE

Hurricane Katrina in America. 2005 NATURAL

The 9/11 terrorist attacks. 2001 MAN-MADE

The Piper Alpha explosion. 1988 MAN-MADE

The Athens wildfire disaster. 2018 NATURAL

The eruption of mount Kilauea. 2018 NATURAL

The earthquake in Haiti. 2010 NATURAL

The collapse of the Tay Bridge. 1879 MAN-MADE

Use the internet to fill in the missing information. 



Introduction
ACTIVITY 2

Can you create a 
news story?

Natural and man-made disasters 
are reported to the public via 

news websites and newspapers. 

Pick one of the disasters you 
have been learning about and 

create a news report.

You can decide whether you 
want your layout to be for a 
newspaper or for a website. 

Take a look at some online news 
sites and some newspapers to 

help you with layout.

Create your layout and report 
the story.   



Introduction
ACTIVITY 3

The lithosphere is the rigid 
outermost ____ of earth. It consists 
of the _____ and the upper ______ 
of the layer _____ the crust which is 
called the ______. The earth’s crust 

is made up of 7 _______ tectonic 
plates. These _______ move and 

the _________ can cause 
earthquakes and ______ eruptions. 

crust below primary

mantle plates section

movement shell volcanic

TRUE 
OR 

FALSE

A tsunami is also known as a tidal wave. Wildfires can be caused by lightning.

An earthquake is a natural disaster. The Tay Bridge is in America. 

There are 17 primary tectonic plates. A hurricane is also known as a quake. 

Complete the names of the 
primary tectonic plates. 

__rican _late
A_ta_ctic Pla_e
_ura_ian P_at_

Indo-A_strali_n Pl_te
Nor__ A_eri_an Plat_ 

P_cific Pl_te
So_th A_eri_an Pla_e

Match the 
disasters with the 

correct year. 

Titanic 1988

Maria 2018

Tay Bridge 1912

Kilauea 2010

Piper Alpha 2005

Haiti 1879

Can you complete this worksheet on disasters?



Introduction
ACTIVITY 3 - ANSWERS

The lithosphere is the rigid 
outermost shell of earth. It consists 
of the crust and the upper section

of the layer below the crust which is 
called the mantle. The earth’s crust 

is made up of 7 primary tectonic 
plates. These plates move and the 
movement can cause earthquakes 

and volcanic eruptions. 

crust below primary

mantle plates section

movement shell volcanic

TRUE 
OR 

FALSE

A tsunami is also known as a tidal wave. T Wildfires can be caused by lightning. T
An earthquake is a natural disaster. T The Tay Bridge is in America. F
There are 17 primary tectonic plates. F A hurricane is also known as a quake. F

Complete the names of the 
primary tectonic plates. 

African Plate
Antarctic Plate
Eurasian Plate

Indo-Australian Plate
North American Plate

Pacific Plate
South American Plate

Match the 
disasters with the 

correct year. 

Titanic 1988

Maria 2018

Tay Bridge 1912

Kilauea 2010

Piper Alpha 2005

Haiti 1879

Can you complete this worksheet on disasters?



ACTIVITY HINTS AND TIPS

ACTIVITY 1
Research

CO-OPERATIVE LEARNING
The children could discuss how 
well they worked together in a 
group and pinpoint aspects of 
success and development. 

EXTENSION TASK
The children could carry out 
further research into one of the 
disasters and present their 
findings as a talk, PowerPoint 
presentation, interview etc...

Each group could have a Q&A 
about the disasters they have 
researched to encourage the 
audience to participate and 
engage in the presentations. 

ACTIVITY 2
Writing

CO-OPERATIVE LEARNING
The children could work in groups 
to complete this task. Co-
operative groups could include 
these roles: TEAM LEADER, 
RESEARCHER, JOURNALIST, 
DESIGNER. 

EXTENSION TASK
The children could try some web 
design to create their own school 
news website. 

The children could talk about how 
social media can be used to find 
out news. They could also discuss 
the trustworthiness of news 
sources. 

ACTIVITY 3
Reading

CO-OPERATIVE LEARNING
The children could work in groups 
for this task. To encourage 
discussion about the topic. 

EXTENSION TASK
The children could use what they 
have learned to create their own 
missing word passages, matching 
facts or true/false statements to 
test their classmates. 



Assessment 1

Answer these questions in sentences.
1. What type of natural disaster is also known as 

a tidal wave?
2. How long does an earthquake usually last? 
3. How many primary tectonic plates are there in 

the world? 
4. What word is used to describe the earth’s crust 

and the upper layer of the mantle? 
5. In what year did the Haiti earthquake happen? 
6. Was the Hurricane Maria a natural or man-

made disaster? 
7. Which oil rig exploded in 1988? 
8. What type of natural disaster happened in 

Athens in 2018?
9. Kilauea is a hurricane. TRUE or FALSE? 
10. What ‘ology’ is the study of the earth’s 

surface? 

Write a paragraph 
describing a natural 

disaster you have 
been learning about. 

By completing these tasks your teacher can see how much you 
have learned about disasters. You can look back in your jotter 

to help you answer the questions.  

Draw a picture of a tsunami 
or a hurricane.  



Assessment 1 - ANSWERS

Answer these questions in sentences.
1. What type of natural disaster is also known as 

a tidal wave?
2. How long does an earthquake usually last? 
3. How many primary tectonic plates are there in 

the world? 
4. What word is used to describe the earth’s crust 

and the upper layer of the mantle? 
5. In what year did the Haiti earthquake happen? 
6. Was the Hurricane Maria a natural or man-

made disaster? 
7. Which oil rig exploded in 1988? 
8. What type of natural disaster happened in 

Athens in 2018?
9. Kilauea is a hurricane. TRUE or FALSE? 
10. What ‘ology’ is the study of the earth’s 

surface? 

1. Tsunami.

2. 10-30 seconds. 

3. Seven. 

4. Lithosphere. 

5. 2010. 

6. Natural. 

7. Piper Alpha. 

8. Wildfire. 

9. FALSE, it is a volcano. 

10. Geology.  



Extension Tasks 1 These are internet based tasks for early finishers. 
They can be done on an iPad or a computer.

Use the Simple English 
Wikipedia site to find out 
more about the disasters. 

Tay Bridge disaster

Hurricane Katrina

Indian Ocean Tsunami

2017 California Wildfires

The Titanic disaster

Mount Kilauea eruption

Find these in the word search.

eruption tsunami wildfire

typhoon volcano plates

Titanic crust mantle

B G T I T A N I C Q T S Y D J

M I R A B S W Y V A Y E J I O

W M A N T L E P P B P T O Q F

S A R B R J X M L T H S K A J

A N A I B U C P T X O U E M U

V U G N M T J S H N O O Z C D

M S R N E W U O E N N I J P K

A T D U J R N W I L D F I R E

A P J S C A U H J Q Z T A R E

O P T B C P X P K I G C C E Y

Y A S L L A P I T U N Y R M W

H O O A T S G T U I M U U K N

J V T F Z O M E K H O H D W A

O E H J D W X L E H F N W C N

S D H N I T W I F D L G F O X

Tweet us your work @LittleMooseEd
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